, including one study on the metabolic activity of the hypogastric ganglion at various ages, using 2-deoxyglucose autoradiography (Partanen et al., 1982 (Friede, 1965; Padykuba, 1952) and for which a specific and reliable histochemical technique exists (Stoward and Pboem, 1982) .
Changes in the levels ofneuronal SDH have been determined quantitatively in the basal ganglia (Marshall et al., 1981) penikaryon. The raster spot from which the absorbance readings were taken had a width of 1 tm, and the scan length was 50 pm and ofconstant duration. All readings were taken at a wavelength of 540 nra, which had previously been determined as being the isobestic wavelength (Baker and Santer, submitted for publication) for the formazans derived from NBT in sympathetic neurons according to the methods of Butcher (1978) and Pool et al. (1979) .
To reduce machine error, absorbances for each neuron were denived from the mean of three consecutive readings. The absorbance readings were always expressed as the mean cell density reading (MCDR) per minute, and comprised the mean of measurements from 25 neurons randomly selected from three sections for each ganglion.
These integrated microdensitometric measurements can be expressed as neutral density mea- 
